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Course Title: Ceramics 

 

Course Description: Students will work with wheel-thrown and hand built pottery, 

glazing combinations, the precise techniques of throwing clay on the wheel, and the 

history of clay work. Principles and elements of design will be emphasized and students 

and teacher critique the work based on these principles.  

Prerequisite:  Art Design 

Grade Levels:  9-12 

 

SAMPLE Objectives, Activities, and Assessments  

Students will… Instructional Activities 
(include approx. length of time) 

Demonstration 

-texture a pot with found 

objects that show 

“frustration.” 

 

-decorate clay projects with 

color and learn about the kiln 

firing process. 

 

 

-form red and white clay to 

create a box that is burnished 

with a found smooth object. 

 

 

 

-shape rectangles of clay to 

create shapes through scoring 

and slipping. 

 

 

-form clay to create a plate 

and create a mosaic using 

plaster or grout in the 

Byzantine style. 

 

 

 

-shape handle for thrown 

vessels and create lids. 

 

 

 

-use slab roller, hand roller, 

and the proper use of other 

Using paper as an armature, 

wrap slab clay around paper 

and texture with a stick. 

 

Using cone 06 glaze and 

underglazes, coat clay pot with 

3 layers of color.  One layer of 

glaze on bottom of pot. 

 

Cut 6 equal pieces and 

assemble a box. Leather hard 

burnish with a spoon after 

researching pueblo Indian 

Burnishing. 

 

Write a descriptive paragraph 

about a small dwelling.  

Create this dwelling out of 

clay rectangles using  

 

Create a plate from clay.  

Apply small pieces of clay to 

cover the entire plate while 

numbering pieces.  Apply with 

grout or plaster.  Examine 

Byzantine mosaics. 

 

Practice pulling and creating 

lids for vessels using calipers. 

Design and create a coffee 

mug with pulled handle. 

 

Use slab roller and hand roller 

to roll clay and use various 

Make a frustration pot creating 

a 3D face shaping and adding 

clay. 

 

Glaze projects using various 

colors of glaze. 

 

 

 

Create a box with a lid and 

burnish.  Apply acrylic paint 

for design.  Assessed based on 

rubric. 

 

 

Create a clay bank from a 

descriptive paragraph. 

Assessment from rubric.  

 

 

Design a mosaic and construct 

it in the Byzantine style.  

Assessment based on rubric. 

 

 

 

 

Create a coffee mug with 

handle.  Assessment based on 

rubric.  

 

 

Create an embellished dish.  

Assessment based on rubric. 
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basic clay tools. 

 

 

-learn to form coils and secure 

them with slip and rib method. 

 

 

 

 

-form clay over shapes 

creating folds. 

 

 

 

-use coil and or/ clay pieces 

molded inside of a bowl to 

create a reverse bowl. 

 

 

 

-shape and size 3 clay 

cylinders, and trim bottom 

foot using electric kick wheel. 

 

 

 

-Create negative and positive 

cut outs in clay. 

 

 

 

-plan, design, and create a 

themed piece of artwork using 

clay.  

 

-Use additive and subtractive 

methods in clay work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

objects to imprint into clay to 

create an embellished dish. 

 

Roll out coils of clay (or use 

extruder), and attach them 

using slip to create a water 

vessel.  Use a rib to smooth 

out any air holes. 

 

Roll out a thin sheet of clay 

placing it over a bowl in the 

style of glass artist David 

Chihuly. 

 

Use coil and/or cut pieces of 

clay molded inside of a bowl 

to create a reverse bowl. Then 

draw/carve a design or 

landscape into the bowl. 

 

Using proper centering, 

pulling, trimming, and shaping 

techniques, students will 

create and trim feet on 3 clay 

cylinders of the same size. 

 

Using a thrown pot from the 

potter’s wheel, create negative 

and positive cut out designs to 

create a candle holder. 

 

Students plan out a design for 

a picture frame or mask that 

focuses on the theme “trauma 

and healing.”Starting with 

slab, use additive and 

subtractive methods to 

develop themed piece. 

 

 

 

Create a vessel that holds 

water using coils.  Assessment 

based on rubric. 

 

 

 

Make a bowl resembling glass 

artist David Chihuly.  

Assessment based on rubric. 

 

 

 

Create a reverse bowl mold 

using coil or cut pieces of 

clay. Assessment based on 

rubric. 

 

Throw and trim 3 clay 

cylinders.  Assessment based 

on observation and rubric. 

 

 

 

Create a candle holder with 

positive and negative cut outs. 

Assessment by rubric.  

 

 

Create a themed piece using 

additive and subtractive 

methods.  Assessment based 

on rubric.  
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